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Editorial
This issue marks the tenth anniversary of SLOG’s Newsletter “The Apple of your Eye”, the first issue of which appeared in August 2009. But in this issue we have a report of a publication which goes back not just decades but almost half a millennium – 496 years to be precise – the “Boke of Husbandry”, in which the chapter on “graffynge” is still relevant today. See page 5 for a fascinating synopsis written by SLOG Committee member Anthony Fitzherbert on his forbear’s magnum opus. 
           This season started with good weather at blossom time leading to good fruit set, and as the fruit swell fast on the tree with autumn approaching, thoughts turn to harvest. The SLOG fruit presses are ready for action. Bookings for the popular Spiedel Mill & Hydropress +/- pasteuriser kit should be made by email to: - - andrew.hockenhull@nationaltrust.org.uk       Andrew will let you know the dates that the equipment is available. Give him your SLOG membership number and the date/s that you require the press. 


            The equipment must be collected from, and returned to: Sizergh Castle, Kendal, LA8 8DZ, between the hours of 9.30am & 4.30pm. Please respect these hours because it is unreasonable to ask volunteers to hang around after their working day has finished. Hire charge is unchanged at £20 per day of use. You will be asked to return the equipment clean and ready for the next person to use in order to recover your £25 deposit.  The earlier you book, the better the chance of getting the date you want. Weekday dates are generally easier. To book the large press & trailer, phone Andy Gilchrist on 01539 727772 or email andyjgilchrist@hotmail.co.uk The large press hire charge is £50 or £25 (or donations) for local community group pressings co-ordinated by a SLOG member. We still have the hand scratter and barrel press kit which is available on a free of charge collect and return basis to local schools to encourage children to take a greater interest in local fruit. If you know any schools who may be interested, please let them know and advise them to email: andyjgilchrist@hotmail.co.uk 
         There will be a number of community pressings as shown on page 2. In anticipation of strong demand and in a desire to be fair to all so that people do not have to wait an excessive time, we ask participants to bring not more than a single batch size to press. This batch size is 40kg for the big press and 20kg for the Hydropress. People with quantities in excess of this will be asked to allow people with smaller batches to proceed first. The best way to deal with large quantities is to hire the kit yourself!   The next SLOG Committee meeting will be on Tuesday 10th September at 7.30pm in the Derby Arms, Witherslack; all members are welcome. Finally, please note that it’s time to order your rootstocks for next season – see p 7 for details. 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
For the most up-to-date information look in: http://www.slorchards.co.uk/SLOGevents.html
Sunday August 25th 1.45 - 4.30pm – Autumn Orchard Visit 
  We will visit Dalemain which has 100yr old apple trees, some kitchen garden trees not open to the public, & a 16thC apple store. Hilary Wilson will guide us around in a joint visit with NCOG. Half price entry £4.50 for SLOG members. Directions: 3 miles SW of Penrith on A592. Postcode CA11 0HB. Park in the car park and meet in the courtyard. 
Saturday September 14th 1.30 – 4.30pm –Summer Pruning Workshop, Growing Well, Sizergh Summer pruning is a useful means to slow the growth of over-vigorous trees. We will practice summer pruning on the Growing Well collection of over 100 cordons. Bring your own secateurs if you have them. We will also demonstrate how grafting can be an option instead of budding in autumn. Directions: From M6 jnctn 36 go 4 miles on A591 towards Kendal, then A590 Barrow, then shortly on right follow brown signs for Sizergh Castle, then Low Sizergh Barn. From Kendal go 3½ miles south on the A591 then just before the A590 interchange turn left into the car park at Low Sizergh Barn Farm Shop and Tearooms. Park at the far end of the car park and walk over the fields. 

Sunday September 22nd 10.00am - 4.00pm - Members' Apple pressing day at Abi & Toms Halecat Garden Centre, Witherslack  Once again, members have a chance to bring their apples for pressing into juice. It can be pasteurised and kept, or fermented into cider. All welcome. Free to members, and visitors can join on the day. Directions: Follow A590 west and take the Witherslack turning. Pass the Derby Arms and take the left turn the village centre. Follow the brown signs for Halecat Garden Centre. 
Saturday September 28th - Apple Day at Arnside & Silverdale AONB 10.00am to 4.30pm at Briery Bank Orchard see: http://www.arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk/whats-on More details on SLOG website in due course.

Saturday October 5th – Apple Day at Ford Park, Ulverston 11.00am to 4.00pm Bring your (clean) spare or windfall apples for juicing and containers for the juice. For directions etc see: http://www.ford-park.org.uk/home.asp
Saturday October 12th 10.00am - 4.00pm  Apple pressing day at Low Farm, Lyth Valley LA8 8DJ (site of Damson Day)  Directions: Take A590 to Gilpin Bridge, then A5074 direction Bowness for 2 miles to Low Farm on left.
Saturday October 12th - 11.00am - 4.00pm Apple Event at Acorn Bank, Temple Sowerby, near Penrith this will be a smaller event this year, but the apple identification service will be available along with as yet unspecified family and other activities. http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-acornbankgardenandwatermill
Saturday October 26th 10.00am - 2.00pm - Sedbergh Apple Day at The Peoples Hall, Howgill Lane, Sedbergh LA10 5DQ
          Organised by COGS (Community Orchard Group Sedbergh), there will be apple pressing using the Spiedel Mill & Hydropress, apple identification & advice, other related stands & music Directions: https://www.sedbergh.org.uk/locations/peoples-hall/
Sunday November 3rd 10.00am - 4.00pm - Members' Apple pressing day at Sprint Mill, Burneside The final opportunity to bring your apples for pressing into juice. Don’t forget to bring containers for the juice and bags to carry away the spent pulp. Directions: From Burneside take road past paper mill towards A6, Immediately before bridge over River Sprint take track on left for 100yds then park on left.
Tuesday 26th November – Winter Talk 7.30pm Crook Memorial Hall Details to be advised later.  Directions:  From Plumgarth roundabout at the north end of Kendal, take B5284 direction Bowness. Go through Crook village, past the Sun Inn, then up the hill and the Hall is on your left at the top of the hill. Satnav LA8 8LG
RECENT EVENTS

SLOG Annual General Meeting Tuesday 6th August
The AGM, at Crook Memorial Hall was attended by just thirteen members. A quick check around the room on fruit set this season indicated that the prospects for pears and plums seem above average overall, with apples variable. Members grafts were generally good.
Reports were presented from the Chairman (Andy Gilchrist), Membership Secretary (Adam Rubinstein) and Treasurer (Adam Walker). All the above three officers were re-elected. Most existing Committee members (the three above plus Adele Jones, Hilary Wilson, Phil Rainford, Dick Palmer, Anthony Fitzherbert & David Stewart) were re-elected. Membership subscription rates remain unchanged. 
The meeting was followed by refreshments and the berry & currant show. 
      SLOG ORCHARD UPDATE
The trees are in good condition this summer. The only exception is Lady’s Finger of Lancaster which has succumbed to collar rot, Phytophthora syringae, a soil borne disease which attacks the roots. The pears are carrying their best ever crop but the apples are a bit more variable. Weed growth in the rows has again been strong, dominated by cleavers (Galium aparine). The summer working party on 22nd June hand weeded all rows before the cleavers could set seed. The weeds plus recent grass cuttings filled the compost heap completely. We also replaced some rusty top wire and pruned the roses. 
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  Roses in full bloom: the red apothecary rose in foreground, followed by white Rosa alba, and blue(ish) roses 


 



         Many thanks to George, Debbie, Paul & Hugh. 
The next Working Party is scheduled for Saturday 17th August to do fruit thinning (admittedly a bit late), summer pruning and the restaking of a couple of trees which collapsed under the weight of fruit and wet foliage following recent windy wet weather. 
“PLAGUES & PESTILENCE”               Xylella fastidiosa
Xylella fastidiosa is a bacterial plant pathogen, transmitted exclusively by xylem feeding sap insects. It is one of the most dangerous plant bacteria worldwide, causing a variety of diseases, with huge economic impact for agriculture, public gardens and the environment. According to scientific literature, the bacterium has been detected in or isolated from more than 300 plant species worldwide. It has not been recorded in the UK, but there is great concern about the potential risk of its entry since it has already been detected in three European countries. The first case of infection was in the southern Italian region of Puglia (the heel of Italy), which produces about half of Italy’s olive oil, in 2013. Despite eradication orders on the affected olive groves and a substantial buffer zone, the infection spread northwards. The disease in olives is called “Olive Quick Decline Syndrome” and is characterised by withering and dessication of terminal shoots due to impaired xylem function followed by tree death. [image: image2.jpg]


About a million olive trees have now been infected, many of them centuries old. The bacterium, which is spread by the meadow spittlebug, is believed to have been accidentally introduced in exotic plants imported from Costa Rica. Then in 2015 it was detected in ornamental plants in Corsica, and in 2016 in cherries in Mallorca, in 2017 in almonds in Valencia, and in 2018 in olives in Madrid. In 2016 an outbreak occurred in oleander on a nursery in Germany which was quickly identified and eradicated, but this illustrates the risk of spread throughout Europe on imported plants and the importance of strict plant hygiene. Xylella has a number of different sub-species. That infecting olives prefers warm climates and is thought unlikely to reach or survive in the UK. However, the sub-species present in France and Spain could theoretically survive in the UK. The highest risk of import would be via ornamental plants and once here would be capable of spreading to stone fruits with the plum family particularly at risk. Further guidance is available on the DEFRA website:  https://planthealthportal.defra.gov.uk/pests-and-diseases/high-profile-pests-and-diseases/xylella/
Meanwhile scientists believe that the sap-sucking nymphs of froghoppers, which produce cuckoo spit, would be the most likely vectors of Xylella if it reached the UK. Cuckoo spit is mostly seen May & June on a wide range of plants. So if Xylella reached the UK, it could spread very quickly with terrible consequences.
      POETRY CORNER: 

      AN APPLE GATHERING 

Christina Rossetti 1830 - 1894 

I plucked pink blossoms from mine apple-tree

    And wore them all that evening in my hair:

Then in due season when I went to see

        I found no apples there.

With dangling basket all along the grass

    As I had come I went the selfsame track:

My neighbours mocked me while they saw me pass

        So empty-handed back.

Lilian and Lilias smiled in trudging by,

    Their heaped-up basket teased me like a jeer;

Sweet-voiced they sang beneath the sunset sky,

        Their mother’s home was near.

Plump Gertrude passed me with her basket full,

    A stronger hand than hers helped it along;

A voice talked with her through the shadows cool

        More sweet to me than song.

Ah Willie, Willie, was my love less worth

    Than apples with their green leaves piled above?

I counted rosiest apples on the earth

        Of far less worth than love.

So once it was with me you stooped to talk

    Laughing and listening in this very lane:

To think that by this way we used to walk

        We shall not walk again!

I let me neighbours pass me, ones and twos

    And groups; the latest said the night grew chill,

And hastened: but I loitered, while the dews

        Fell fast I loitered still.
DENBIGH PLUM GRANTED PFN STATUS
The Vale of Clwyd Denbigh Plum was, in February, awarded Protected Food Name (PFN) status by the European Commission, joining the ranks of Caerphilly Cheese, Halen Mon and Welsh Lamb. The fruit, which had its application submitted by the Denbigh Plum Group, boasts the only native variety of plum in Wales and has seen a resurgence of plums being grown in the area over the last decade.
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The Denbigh Plum is the 16th Welsh product, and Wales’ first fruit, to gain the EU’s prestigious protected food name status. 
 The EU Scheme recognises quality agricultural food and drink products that surpass strict qualifying criteria.   Food and drink products awarded protected food name status under the EU Scheme receive Europe-wide protection against imitation, misuse and fraud.              First record dates from 1785 but exactly where in Denbigh remains uncertain. It is the only native Welsh plum to survive. It has large dark-red fruit that are strewn with golden dots. The flesh is sweet and juicy with a good depth of flavour. It is a dual purpose plum, tasty as dessert but also good for cooking, picking time mid-September. The tree is disease resistant. How about PFN status for the Westmorland Damson?
JOHN FITZHERBERT’S  'BOKE OF HUSBANDRY' 
SLOG Committee member Anthony Fitzherbert has provided the following synopsis of a fascinating publication written by one of his ancestors in 1523 which includes interesting advice on tree fruits and the art of “graffynge”:      
Returning home after the SLOG meeting in the Derby Arms on April 9th , when grafting had been the main topic of discussion I thought to re-read my copy of my forbear, John Fitzherbert’s, “Boke of Husbandry” to see what he had to say on the matter.
  

Mayster Fitzherbarde’s - "Boke of Husbandry" - is arguably the earliest, comprehensive, practical guide to good farming practices in the English language. First printed in 1523 it was widely read and went into many editions over the following 150 years. The only known surviving first edition is in the British Library in London where I recently spent a happy day reading. It is a small book, designed for the practical ‘husband-man’, intended to fit in a pocket for ease of reference. A genuine 'hand book', it is full of practical advice on all possible aspects of farming as practiced in those times, crops – (corn) -wheat, barley, oats and rye, peas, beans and vetches; rotation and fallowing, cultivation, harvesting, storage and manuring; all manner of implements; different types and parts of a plough, harrows, haywains, spades, forks, rakes and scythes. He debates the pros and cons of ploughing with oxen or horses. The breeding, management, purchase and sale of livestock of all kinds - cattle, sheep, pigs (swyne), poultry, horses, and bees, including all manner of diseases and their treatment. The management of woodlands and timber, hedging and ditching, road building and the propagation and management of fruit and nut trees with particular reference to grafting or graffynge as was then termed. 

The text is liberally interwoven with sage advice on how to live a 'wise and godly life', supported by quotations from the Bible, the church fathers and the classics (Ovid  et al) in Latin and English, as befitted a well educated, practically minded and god-fearing country squire. The Boke includes such gems as the  ‘ liiii (54) propertyes of a good horse’ ; the ix properties of a hare; the ix properties of a foxe; the ix properties of an ass’;the x properties of a woman; the general duties of a wife;  lessons for the husband;  prodigality in feasting; what is riches ?’; a remedy against idle thoughts  and importantly the good and bad points to look out for when choosing a wife and a horse !  
Back to ‘graffynge’ as it was pronounced in his day. This chapter follows advice on the  management of woodlands, timber, hedging and ditching and is titled:-   " Necessary thynges belonynge to graffynge",  which starts:-

" It is necessarye, profytable, and also a pleasure, to a husbande (husbandman= farmer), to haue peares, wardens 
 and apples of dyuerse sortes. Also cheryes, filberdes , bulleys, dampsons, plummes, walnuttes, and suche other.  And therfore it is conuenyent to lerne howe thou shalte graffe. Than it is to be knowen what thynges thou must haue to graffe withall. Thou muste haue a graffynge-sawe, the which wold be very thynne, and thycke-tothed;and bycause it is thynee, it wyll cut the narower kyrfe, and the cleaner, for brusynge of the barke. And therfore it is sette in a compasse pece of yren (iron)  syxe inches of, to make it styffe and bygge. Thou muste haue also a graffynge-knyfe, an inche brode, with a thycke backe, to cleue the stock with-all. And also a mallet, to dryue the knife and thy wedge in-to the tree: and a sharpe knife, to pare the stockes heed (head), and an other sharpe knife, to cutte the graffe cleane. And also though must have two wedges of harde wood, or elles of yren, a longe small one for a small stocke, and a broder for a bigger stocke, to open the stocke, whan it is clouen (cloven-split) and pared: and also good tough claye and mosse, and also bastes or pyllynge of wethy or elme, to bynde them with, etc”


"What fruite shuld be fyrste graffed"

"Peares and wardens wolde be graffed before any maner of apples, bycause the sappe commeth sooner in-to the peare-tree and warden-tree, thanne in-to the apple-tree. And after Valentynes daye  it is tyme to graffe both peares and wardens, tyll Marche be comen, and thanne to graffe apples to our-lady daye. And than graffe that is gette of an olde apple-tree fyrste, for that wyll budde before the graffe get of a yonge apple-tree late graffed. And a peare or a warden wolde be graffed in a pyrre-stock; and if thou canst get none, than graffe it in a crabbe-tree stok, and it wyll do well: and some men graffe thyn in a whyte-thorne, and than it wyll be the more harder and stonye. And for all maner of appels, the crabbtree stocke be beste.  

In brief: Pears should be grafted before apples  (i) The best time to graft pears is from St Valentine's day- February 7th until  the beginning of March. 'Lady Day' - March 25th – i.e. The Feast of the Annuniciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary’ (approximately the spring equinox - March 21st - the natural start of spring), is the best time to graft apples. It is best to graft the older trees first as they bud sooner than the younger trees. (iii) It is best to graft eating pears and cooking pears onto wild pear ('pyrre' ) stock if available. If not available – it is best to graft pears onto crab-apple or 'whyte-thorne' (hawthorn stock), which is very hardy. 

'Howe to graffe'

In choosing scion sticks it is necessary to cut off the best shoots (lanses)from the selected tree. He goes on to describe different ways of grafting. It seems that a lot of grafting at that time was done on quite mature trees or ’stocke’  - what would today I think be known as ‘top work’ and ‘rind or crown grafting’. He then goes on to describe more delicate ‘whip or tongue’ grafting on younger saplings. Once carefully inserted in place, great care must be taken so that the ‘wood of the stock and the sap of the stock may run straight and even with the sap of the graft’ and the join between the root-stock and the graft are perfectly aligned. The grafts are then bound with strips of willow or elm bark ('wethy' - ie wythies) which is then encased in moss covered in clay or marle. 


Thou muste get thy graffes of the fairest lanses, (best shoots) that though canste fynde on the tree,and see that it haue a good knotte (bud) or ionte (joint), and euen (even/straight). Than take thy sawe, and sawe in-to thy crabbeetree, in a fayre playne place, pare it euen with thy knife, and thane cleaue the stocke with thy greatte knife and thy mallet, and set in a wedge, and open the stocke, accordynge to the thickenesse of thy graffe; than take thy smalle sharp knife, and cutte the graffe on bothe sides in the ioynte, but passé not the myddes thereof for nothynge and let the inner side, that shall be set in-to the stocke, be a lyttel thinner than the vtter side, and the nether pynte of the graffe the thinner: than profferre thy graffe in-to the stocke; and if it go not close, than cut the graffe or the stocke, tyll they close cleane, that though canste not put the edge of thy knife on neyther side between the stock and the graffe, and sette them so that the toppes of the graffe bende a lyttell outwarde, and see that the wodde of the graffe be set mete with wodde of the stocke, and the sappe of the stocke maye renne streyght and euen with the sappe of the graffe. For the barke of the graffe is neuer soo thicke as the barke of the stocke. And therefore though mayste not sette the barkes mete on the vtter side, but on the inner side: than take tough cleye, lyke Marley, and ley it vppon the stocke-heed, and with thy fynder laye it close vnto the graffe, and a lyttel vnder the heed, to kepe it moyst, and that no wynde come into the stocke at the cleauynge. Than take mosse, and laye thervpon, for chynynge of the claye: than take a baste of whyte wethy or elme, or halfe a byer, and bynd the mosse, the clay, and the graffe together, but be well ware, that though breake not thy graffe, neyther in the clayenge, nor in the byndynge; and though muste set some-thinge by the graffe, that crowes, nor byrdes do not light vpon thy graffe, for if they do, they wil break hym, etc.


To graffe bytwene the barke and the tree.


There is other maner of grafynge than this, and soner done, and soner to growe: but it more ieoperdy (more jeopardy – more risky) for winde when it begynneth to growe. Thou muste sawe thy stocke, and pare the heed thereof, as though diddest before, but cleue it not: than take thy graffe, and cut it in the ioynt (joint) to the myddes, and make the tenaunte therof half an inche longe or a lyttel more, all on the one side, and pare the barke awaye a lyttel at the point on the other side: than though muste haue made redy a ponch of harde wood, with a stop and a tenaunte on the one side, lyke to the tenaunte of the graffe. Than put the tenaunt of the ponche between the barke and the woode of the stocke, and pull it out agayne, and put in the graffe, and se that it ioyne close, or els mende it. And this can-not fayle, for now the sappe cometh on euery side, but it wyl spring soo faste, that if it stande on playne grounde, the wynde is lykeleye to blowe it beside the heed, for it hath no fastness in the wodde. And this is the beste waye to graffe, and specially a greate tree: than claye it, bynde it as diddest the other etc

With reference to stone fruit: 'To nourishe all manner of stone fruite, and nuttes.'

"As for cheryse, dampsons, bulleys, plummes, and suche other, maye be sette of stones, and also of the scyences 
 growynge aboute the tree, of the same, for they wyll soonest beare. Fylberdes and walnuttes maye be set of the nutes in a gardeyene, 
and remoued and sette where he wyll. But whan they be remoued, they wolde be set vpon as good a grounde, or a better, or els they wyll not lyke."

The following chapter to the one on 'graffynge' is – very different, but perfectly in character with the 'Boke' and is entitled- "A shorte information for a yonge gentyl-man, that entendeth to thryue."  i.e 'Some advice to a young gentleman who intends to succeed !!’  
    GLENCOYNE WOOD 
   CRAB APPLE TREES
Early in 2019 the National Trust completed a three year mapping survey of old trees on its properties throughout Cumbria and Morecambe Bay. They have listed 5,835 “special” trees, notable for their age or rarity. This includes 149 “champion” trees which have been listed on the Tree Register of the British Isles database. www.treeregister.org/ 

            The register includes three UK entries for Malus sylvestris: one in Durham and two in Sussex. It contains five entries for Pyrus communis: two in Glos/Warks and three in Kent/Sussex.

The NT’s Cumbria land and nature manager, John Pring, said: “Trees are unique and irreplaceable and they are usually the oldest living thing in the landscape. Some on our list have witnessed Roman invasion, others are remnants of huge changes in land use. And all quietly get on with turning sunlight into energy, locking up carbon dioxide, providing shade for stock, protection for the soils and giving hundreds of insects, mammals, birds, fungi, mosses and lichens a home.”
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 picture courtesy of the National Trust


  An example of trees that are ancient for their species on local NT land are the 100yr old crab apple trees on Glencoyne Wood Pasture near Ullswater. Glencoyne wood pasture has nearly 300 veteran trees within it – crab apples and oaks being the most common. There is a scarcity of wood pasture in the Lake District and many of the wood pastures in the Lakes only contain veteran trees that are coming to the end of their life. A couple of years ago some apples from the veteran crabs were sent off to the NT plant conservation centre in Somerset. The seeds were grown into saplings and arrived back in Ullswater early in 2019. The saplings were planted on the pasture to provide continuity of this population of local crab apples. Sheep were removed and the land will be grazed by cattle and horses to ensure the survival of the young saplings.

ROOTSTOCK ORDERS
As per previous years, SLOG will consolidate orders from members for rootstocks for delivery in January 2020 in time for grafting. Rootstocks available include: 


        Apple: MM106/MM111/M25/M26/M9/M27 Pear:    Quince A/C/Pyrodwarf                       Plum:   St. Julien A/Pixy/Krymsk VVA1
 We have a trade account with Matthews so if there is anything else you’d like to purchase from the Matthews website: http://www.frankpmatthews.com/ just add it to your rootstock order and we should be able to get it at a useful discount from the retail price and without you incurring carriage costs.   Apple rootstock prices vary between £1-£2.50 each depending on total numbers ordered. Email Andy Gilchrist at andyjgilchrist@hotmail.co.uk or phone 01539 727772 to place your order. Deadline for orders is the end of September.
GRAFTING TO ORDER
The SLOG grafting to order service is again available this winter. If you want a particular variety on a particular rootstock, it can, subject to availability, be grafted for you. Adele Jones is the co-ordinator for this service. Price is unchanged at £15 per tree, buyer collects. Call Adele on 015395 52102 for enquiries & orders.
SLOG SHOP
1. SLOG has a range of 1yr old container grown maiden apple trees for sale at £13.50 each, comprising traditional varieties suitable for our Northern climate mostly on MM106 rootstocks. Visit http://www.slorchards.co.uk/TreesForSale.html to see the list and for guidance on purchase and collection. 
2. Wells & Winter labels are the most cost-effective permanent solution for recording tree variety identity. They are rigid black plastic labels measuring 2 x 3½” (5x9cm), giving a permanent and very visible result. They are available at 15p each along with a deposit for the silver pen (if taken away)
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3. Apple Notelet cards £2 per pack of 5 different cards each featuring a different apple variety.    4. Recipe books: 28 full colour pages detailing 45 recipes for a wide range of fruits only £2.50.
5. The Apples & Orchards of Cumbria: Lavishly illustrated with over 100 full colour photos describing the twenty or so Cumbrian apple varieties and the fifteen orchards open to the public. Judged runner-up in the “Landscape & Tradition” category of the Lakeland Book of the Year Awards, 2014. £9
All the above items are available at SLOG events such as Shows, Apple Days and the Winter Talk.

SLOG Discount at Suppliers: Rogers & Beetham Nursery
SLOG has negotiated a 10% discount at Rogers of Pickering for SLOG members. When you place an order for any kind of fruit: trees, bushes, etc., quote your SLOG membership number and Rogers will apply 10% discount to your total bill. For mail orders go to: http://www.rvroger.co.uk/?linksource=frontpage
We also have a 5% discount at Beetham Nursery applicable to all items. Just show your SLOG membership card at the checkout. 

TAILPIECE

“The Apple of Your Eye” is a quarterly publication, the next one being the winter issue due mid-November. Contributing articles, preferably in word.doc, are welcome, along with photos where possible, by the end of October 2019 to: newsletter@slorchards.co.uk
Disclaimer - The information in this newsletter is provided on the understanding that SLOG makes no warranties, either expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability, or suitability of the information. Nor does SLOG warrant that the use of this information is free of any claims of copyright infringement.

The opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent the views of SLOG. 
© 2019 South Lakeland Orchard Group
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� My own copy is an 1882 re-print given to me by my father when I was an agricultural student.


John Fitzherbert, born in 1464 during the reign of Edward IV, inherited his 'manor' in 1483 at the age of 18 on the death of his father Ralph (two years before Bosworth and the death of Richard III). His inheritance was a manor and land in Derbyshire that his ancestors had held, father to son, since 1125. At the beginning of the ‘Boke’ he states that he has been a ‘householder (i.e. land-owner) for forty years and what is written is from his practical experience. � He died in 1531 during the reign of Henry VIII, at the age of 77 having lived through years of great turbulence (the Wars of the Roses) as well as peace. Although  married, he had no children and was succeeded by his younger brother, Sir Anthony Fitzherbert, a successful lawyer, ‘Justice of the Common Pleas’ and prolific author of notable legal treatises in French and Latin, who sired many children and lived another seven years.  The old Manor house, at Norbury where the family lived, still exists, overlooking the River Dove  down stream of Ashbourne in Derbyshire, now owned by the National Trust.





� ‘wardens’ = cooking pears.


� good tough clay and moss and also strips of ‘peel’ of withy (willow) or elm to bind the grafts                                                             


� Interestingly, he makes no mention of quince as a root-stock for pears. He will have been familiar with quince as they were popular in the middle ages. He seems to have been well acquainted with farming not only as practiced in the Midland counties, but also with the West Country counties like Somerset and further north in Yorkshire for example.


� Scyences – literally ‘scions’ but in this case he means – ‘suckers’ growing about the tree.


� Filberts (hazel/cob nuts and walnuts should be propagated in a nursery bed  and the saplings  planted out in good ground or they will not thrive.
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